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and from there, in pursuit of his faith he declared war
on the exceptionally oppulent priests of Amen and gods
fattened on gold and land and cattle and on all the
hosts of supporters of the old gods and of the ancient
regime. The fury of the priests of Amen had no bounds;
the bitterness of the soldiers and statesmen, who saw
the genius and industry of the bygone ages thus dissi-
pated by the caprice of a boy, called him mad and rushed
against him; the Egyptian masses lashed to action by
the frenzied fury of the priests and nobles in unrelent-
ing hatred nicknamed him the * Criminal of Akhetaten'.
But Akhenaten bore the brunt with courage and
his intrepidity and application triumphed. The first
casualty to the faith was his own sister Nefretiti whom
he had married five years earlier, the nobles of the
court were the next and next to them those who seemed
to see light. His cause triumphed and he died a natural
death. His own poetical composition inscribed on
the walls of the Tell el-Amarna tombs proclaim in
beautiful hymns the tenets of his faith which sound
so singularly Upanishadic.
Amenhetep IV, Akhenaten, was one of those men
who do not leave male heirs behind. He had six issues
but all daughters, and he was succeeded by a short-
lived shadow, Smenkhkara, on the Egyptian
throne. The light that went out in that desert was
never sought to be revived but to the historian to whom
nothing dies, this reviler of the ancient faith, this prea-
cher of heresy, this insane Akhenaten was indeed the
first doctrinaire of history.
The Successors oj Akhenalen (C. 1362-1321 B. C.)
*i
Smenkhkara, a son-in-law and successor of Akhena-
ten, was soon followed on the Egyptian throne by
Nebkheperura Tutenkhamen, a better known figure,
whose tomb has yielded an enormous quantity of gold.
Tutenkhamen, himself ^perhaps a son of Amenhetep III
by an inferior wife, married the third daughter of